THE JEWISH HOLOCAUST AND THE ARMENIAN GENOCIDE
THE NEW HOLOCAUST CONTEMPLATED BY THE IRANIAN PRESIDENT

WARNING! THE SPECTOR OF THE HOLOCAUST IS
RISING
By Jiri Valenta, Ph.D. and Leni Valenta

This essay, published in several languages, is a reminder that
the holocaust of the Jews in WWII is not an isolated phenomenon. In
the last century there were ethnic cleansings not only of the
Armenians by the Turks, but the Muslim Bosnians by the Christian
Serbs and a similar phenomenon Rwanda, Africa. Under Stalin there
were not only pogroms of the Jews, but large scale cleansings of
Kulaks, Cossacks, Chechens and Circassians.

What is surprising is the large scale human indifference to such
events. The genocide of the Armenians in 1915, for example, was
what encouraged Adolf Hitler in his “Final Solution” for the Jews. “Who
remembers the Armenians?” he asked. During WWII, numerous
countries | turned their backs on the Jews, sending ships full of
refugees back to Germany. Political and economic concerns trumped
humanitarian ones.

Now we are dealing with another madman, Iranian president Mahmoud
Ahmedinejad, who has made no secret that the annihilation of Israel is
one of his key objectives. Moreover, he will soon be in possession of
the nuclear weapon which could accomplish it.

Those who have any doubts that Ahmedinejad has such intentions,
would be well advised to read some of his more recent comments. On
August 17, he described Israel as ""A disgraceful blot that should be
wiped off the face of the earth.” Addressing worshippers at Heran
University after nationwide, Pro-Palestinian rallies, an annual event on
the last Friday of the holy month of Ramadan, he proclaimed that
Israel’s existence was”’an insult to all humanity.” and that “confronting
Israel is an effort to protect the dignity of all human beings.” He further
described Israel as a “corrupt, anti-human, organized minority group
standing up to all divine values.”

Neither is he alone among Iranian leaders who preach a new
holocaust of Israel. For example, Supreme Leader Ali Khomeni, also



predicted that Israel will disappear from “the scene of geography.”
Addressing war veterans in Iran he stated that Iran considers it “its
religious duty to save this Islamic country (Palestine) from the clutches
of its Zionist occupiers.”

The rhetoric of the Iranian leaders, ongoing while Iran is under

pressure over its nuclear ambitions, its involvement in an on-going civil
war in Syria, the shortages invoked by European sanctions and its
alleged involvement in attacks on British troops in Iraq, has to be
taken very seriously. So must the words of the Israeli defense
minister, who has demanded a nuclear ultimatum for Iran and warned
of a thirty day war with that country.
Sadly, all this is happening amidst a vitriolic, presidential campaign in
America, where the principles seem to be virtually ignoring the
explosive situation in the Middle east. Nor is it only the situation in Iran
and the bloody war in Syria, which is not being addressed, but also
Egypt, where the new Muslim Brotherhood regime has reduced the
power of the pro-American military leaders, and has just attacked the
independent judicial system.

This essay has been written as a reminder to the world that
Ahmedinejad, who still denies that the holocaust ever happened, is
fully resolved to make it happen again. It is also to remind the civilized
world that the people of Iran are not to be despised for a leadership
they do not themselves desire. Our goal must be liberation, not
castigation.

With this background we strongly urge vigilance over the security
of potential U.S.and Jewish targets worldwide. We cannot and must
not be complacent at the threshold of possible war. Thus, we are
presenting this article in several languages.

Rehearsing once again the dangers of the past, let us pray that it will
not become our future.

This simply was destiny. In our research trips to Europe my wife, Leni, and
| sought only to address the issues of anti-Semitism and the holocaust as it affected
our own families.  We toured synagogues, death camps and memorials in
numerous countries attesting to the slaughter of six million Jews. But in 2009, the
unexpected happened. We visited the Tsitsernakaberd Armenian Genocide
Memorial Complex in Yerevan and came face to face with the history of a million
and a half Christian people who, primarily in 1915 perished in a Turkish genocide.
What is also chilling is that the Armenian genocide and the murder of six million
Jews in Europe turned out to be in some ways linked. The Armenian genocide, as



Vahakn Dadrian has pointed out, was the first genocide of the 20’[h century, As he
also states, “The Armenian genocide’s relevance to the Holocaust derives from the
fact that the concept of “crimes against humanity” in international law was first
introduced publicly, explicitly, and formally by the World War | Allies --- namely
Great Britain, France, and Russia. The occasion for this bold venture was the
Ottoman Turkish authorities World War | genocide against Turkey’s Armenian
population.”

Despite the condemnation and declaration that they would hold the Ottoman
authorities responsible, the lesson of the genocide was soon forgotten — a fact not
lost on Hitler. Before the 1939 invasion of Poland he told his Nazi commanders,
“Only thus shall we gain the living space [Lebensraum] which we need. Who,
after all, speaks today of the annihilation of the Armenians?”

Heinrich Vierbucher author of Armenia 1915, Dadrian, author of German
Responsibility in the Armenian genocide, and other scholars have asserted that
despite the outcry of some German officials, Germany was not just funding the
Turkish war machine. Some of its military advisers actively helped to carry out the
Armenian genocide. At the very least, as Helen Fein has written, “The only
government with any potential means of sanctioning Turkey to stop its killing was
Germany, but German officials made no general attempt to forbid the extermination
of the Armenians...“ We do know that after the war, the key trio of new Turkish
leaders, Talat Bey, Enver and Ahmed Djemal, who presided over the Armenian
genocide, escaped to Germany in 1918 aboard a German ship.

The ashes of the brilliant, long forgotten, German poet, Theophil Wegner,
buried at the Tsitsrnakaverd memorial, cried out to us. Itwas Wegner who in 1919,
having gathered extensive documentary evidence of the Armenian genocide by the

Turks, wrote a letter to President Woodrow Wilson. Sadly, America made outraged
sounds but dealt no fury. Other war concerns and oil were viewed as more
important. In 1933, foreseeing a new holocaust rising in Germany, Wegner
published an open letter to Adolf Hitler protesting the state-organized boycott of
the Jews. But plans for the holocaust would proceed as America, until 1944,
virtually ignored the plight of the Jews. The U.S., as Fein has pointed out, even
suppressed news of the holocaust.

Escaping to Italy, Wegner also foretold the rise of Stalinism in Russia, with its
own genocides of social classes that Stalin viewed as “enemies” of state. Among
these were millions of peasants known as kulaks.

Wegner clearly understood the portents that signaled genocide, the most
crucial for the Jews and Armenians, being their mutual lack of independent states
as homelands. The six million Jews who died were dispersed throughout Europe,
seeking a return to ancient Israel. The Armenians, having, undergone their own
diaspora, still view their original homeland as an area that extended east from the
Euphrates to eastern Anatolia, including Mt. Ararat, the refuge of Noah. Present-

day Armenia represents only the small, eastern fringe of that region, absorbed

centuries ago by the Ottoman Empire and Russia. Like the Jews, the Armenians

were homeless and vulnerable; neither having another state eager to protect them.
Both the Nazi’s and the Turks justified the annihilation of their victims based



on a theory of racial superiority. The Germans cited Aryan superiority; the Turks,
Moslem pan-Turanianism. In both cases the targets were chosen because of
xenophobic hatred of a different racial and religious group. Both aggressors
launched the assaults by denying their victims civil and human rights.

Far from being inferior, however both the Jews and the Armenians boasted
many brilliant intellectuals and furnished among the best teachers, doctors,
scientists, financiers and sales people of the countries in which they lived. Yet,
because of their visible success, Armenians, like Jews, were accused of being
disloyal and clannish, of not only being parasites, but actively plotting against the
state. Filling the role of scapegoats, the Armenians were thus as useful to the
Turkish regime as the Jews were later to the Reich. As Vierbucher also noted, it
was akin to the situation in Russia where pogroms were useful in distracting
people from political and economic demands.

Quite possibly, the three Turks involved in the genocide of the Armenians
were partly motivated by their fears of Armenian irredentism in Russia. For
centuries Russia was the traditional enemy of Turkey. One of the major goals of
Russia was to occupy and control the Straits of Bosporus in what is now Istanbul,
and to revive the Christian-Byzantine Empire overthrown by the Turks in 1455.
During WWI, Germany was arming Turkey to counter the deployment of the
Russian fleet in the Black Sea, a measure undertaken by Russia to protect the
Ukraine. The Reich was also inciting the Moslem tribes against the Russians. In
1913, partly for this reason, Russia responded to an Armenian petition to
guarantee Armenian civil rights in the Western part of Turkey. The Turks, however,
viewed this as the first step towards making Turkey a Russian protectorate. Thus,
although they signed a 1914 treaty with Russia granting those rights, as with
similar treaties in the past, they completely failed to implement it.

The actual mechanics of the both the Jewish holocaust and Armenian
genocide both involved organized state murder; the intention being not to
subjugate the victim group, but its deliberate, premeditated elimination. Armenian
genocide expert Dadrian introduced the term “utilitarian genocide,” to describe
genocide motivated by the desire for land or wealth; something surely applicable to
both genocides. Nevertheless, adopting a Jewish child and making him a German
was not an option in the holocaust, whereas some Turks did adopt Armenian
children. Hence, the German genocide was not only utilitarian but also what
Dadrian termed “optimal,” i.e. aimed at total obliteration.

The Turkish genocide was nevertheless more brutal, often involving savage torture
and mutilation and conducted without the diabolic technology of the Germans.
There was no sophisticated registration of the victim population and no building of
ghettoes to isolate the Armenians. There were no trucks with gas, deadly
“showers” with Cyclone B, and furnaces to incinerate the dead. There were no
inhuman biological experiments a la Dr. Mengele.

Yet, the Germans, like the Turks, did at times engage in massive, bloody killing
binges. In Kiev in 2009, we visited Babi Yar, a memorial to thousands of Jews but
also gypsies and Soviet POW’s, who were bludgeoned, raped, battered and
slaughtered in a massive Nazi killing spree. Searching for Leni’'s ancestor’s, the
large Lubarsky family, in the Odessa and Kiev archives, we were able to find the



name of only one.

Differences between the two genocides include their organization, scope
and methodology. The genocide of the Jews happened gradually over a period of
six years and included all the European countries occupied or invaded by
Germany. As confirmed by historical sources and interviews with family members,
the German holocaust in occupied Bohemia proceeded in stages from 1939-45.
Those who had intermarried with Christians, including my mother, were to be killed
last. | recall my grandfather’s words, “If your mother had not been pregnant with
you, you wouldn’t be here.” Jews and those of mixed race, as my uncle, Lada,
explained, were normally gathered in ghettoes and sent by train to concentration
camps to perform slave labor.

In Turkey, on the other hand, at least a million Armenians were killed in 1915
alone. Under Djemal’s oversight, many of those who survived the massacres were
sent to concentration camps in Syria. Like the Jews, they worked as slave laborers
while slowly being starved to death.

As we learned at the Tsitsernakaberd Memorial, the Armenian genocide
also occurred in specific stages. First the intellectuals were rounded up and
murdered. Then the able Armenian men were drafted and slaughtered. The
remaining men were then rounded up and shot, while their defenseless women
and children, driven out to the wilds of Anatolia, were subjected to robbery, rape,
starvation, typhus, torture, kidnapping and murder by both Kurds and Turks.

In 1918, the eastern corner of Armenia became an independent, democratic
republic for two years, but lost half of its land in a 1920 war with Turkey. The
remainder was absorbed by the Soviet empire. In 1991, Armenia became
independent, but remains poor and largely under Russian control. The Jews also
received a promise of their own state in 1918, but did not receive it until 1948.

The justice given to each victim group was also different. For the Jews, an
international tribunal was held at Nuremberg which condemned the German
perpetrators of the holocaust even years after the event and oversaw their
execution. As noted earlier, there was no widely publicized “Nuremberg’ for the
Armenians, although in 1919, the three genocide perpetrators were convicted of
war crimes in absentia and sentenced to death by an Istanbul court. It was left to
the Armenians, however, to wreak justice on their own. The man who signed the
orders for the elimination of the Armenians, Interior Minister Talat Bey, was killed in
1921 by an Armenian assassin in Germany. A member of an Armenian
revolutionary group, the assassin was then completely acquitted by a German
court. Talat’s colleague, Enver, was killed by two other Armenian assassins a year
later in Tblisi.

Today there are few states which deny the Jewish holocaust actually
happened. Yet to this day, any mention of the Armenian genocide on the arena of
world politics has always been vehemently denied by Ankara. Moreover, for the
most blatant political reasons, the NATO allies still fear to tread on the sensibilities
of the Turks. Even the government of the United States has yet to condemn the
Armenian genocide although many individual states have done so. In an
attempt at rapprochement, new protocols between Armenia and Turkey were
signed in the fall of 2009 under the aegis of Switzerland. They are still awaiting



ratification. The U.S., Russia and other states are hoping the two sides can set
aside “preconditions” and open their borders to each other. The Obama
administration even threatened to “recognize” the 1915 holocaust by April 24,
2010, unless the protocols were approved by Turkey. But it did not do so. Many
Armenians, having received no apology from the Turks for the 1915 genocide,
were and are opposed to the protocols. Nor are they willing to codify state
boundaries they believe should be extended.

As the experience of Jews, Armenians and other victim groups clearly prove,
whenever the world refuses to remember, whenever it turns its back on the victims
and whenever it denies the victims justice, it fuels and fires further genocides.
Unfortunately, economic interests and the fear of antagonizing allies have often
trumped the necessity of upholding moral law.

The frequently quoted Pastor Martin Neimoller (1892-1984) about the rise of
the Nazis is once more very apropos:

First they came for the communists, and | did not speak out— because
| was not a communist; Then they came for the trade unionists, and | did not
speak out —because | was not a trade unionist; Then they came for the
Jews, and | did not speak out — because | was not a Jew; then they came for
me—and there was no one left to speak for me.
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